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SAFE HOUSE  
ENDING DEMAND 

We educate communities by 
exposing the hidden world of sex 
trafficking and offering hope to 
survivors, empowering victims 
and their families.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
A ROSE Program had its humble beginnings in May of 2019 after three women heard the outcry of a mom and the frustration she faced in attempting to liberate her daughter from sex trafficking exploitation. There is much confusion for family members who navigate the streets searching, coordinating with organizations, or law enforcement as they seek to recover and reconnect with their loved one. Through the combined Sex Trafficking Outreach experience of these three women, they took to the streets themselves, saw the issue women and our daughters face in our Business, Hospitality Industry (motel/hotel) and communities in Central Texas. Vision: To change the Sex Trafficking industry in Texas, this is going to take all of us, praying, loving more like Jesus, collaborating, adopting an Advocate Survivor centered approach as we work together. We believe to End Demand for sex industry exploitation, heal our families, communities, we have to treat women and daughters with the respect dignity, and love they deserve. 



What is Human Trafficking?

iWatch Texas  844-643-2251 or call 911

Modern Day Slavery.

It is a crime using force, 
fraud, or coercion to 

perform acts of labor or 
sex (personal or 

commercial).

Agriculture, 
Construction, Servitude 
(Services), Nail Salons, 

Restaurants, Hospitality 
Industry

Escort Service, 
Pornography, Illicit 

Massage Businesses, 
Brothels, & outdoor 

solicitation.

Traffickers Use:

Threats, manipulation, lies, debt 
bondage to compel adults and 

children to engage in forced labor 
or sex acts against their will. 

Under U.S law, any minor under 
the age of 18 years induced into 
commercial sex is a victim of sex 

trafficking, regardless of 
whether or not the trafficker 

used force, fraud, or coercion. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Trafficking is Modern Day SlaveryThere are two forms: Labor and Sex TraffickingSource: Polaris Project.org, Recognizing Human Trafficking



● Borders

● Transportation

● Exploitation

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Truths & Myths….Victims will immediately ask for help or assistance and will self-identify as a victim of a crime.The reality is that survivors do not identify as victims. They are not going to walk up to you and tell you they are a victim of trafficking. Trafficking is the same as smuggling.Smuggling is a crime against a country’s border. Trafficking is a crime against a person. Smuggling can lead to trafficking if the coyote doesn’t feel the debt has been paid and forces the survivor to engage in either sex or labor trafficking once they are in the country. Trafficked persons can only be foreign nationals or are only immigrants from other countries. Not true.Trafficking must involve some form of travel, transportation, or movement across state or national borders. Transportation is not required. Persons can be trafficked from a single trap house and it still meets the elements of trafficking. There are also many cases where they are moved on a circuit.There must be elements of physical restraint, physical force, or physical bondage when identifying a human trafficking situation. Trafficking portrayed in the media and in movies is not the reality. Girls in bondage with their hands tied or abducted and sold into sex slavery, although this may occur in some places is not our reality. Bondage is trauma in the form of mental and physical.



iWatch Texas  844-643-2251 or 911

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The AMP Model (Action, Means, PurposeIf under the age of 18, law enforcement does not need to prove force fraud, or coercion because i is implied by the fact that by law, a child under the age of 18 cannot give consent for sex. Payment can be anything of value (not just $$) food, make-up, accessories, nails, hygiene products…..).Child sex trafficking occurs when a person: Knowingly traffics a child under the age of 18 (doesn’t have to know the child is under 18) and causes by any means the child to engage in or become the victim of commercial sex acts or child sex abuse. Receives a benefit from participating in a venture that involves commercial sex acts or sex abuse. Engages in sexual conduct with a trafficked child. THE A-M-P MODEL The Action-Means-Purpose (AMP) Model is a device used to illustrate and articulate the federal definition of a “victim of severe forms of trafficking in persons,” contained in 22 USC §7102(8). For the corresponding criminal offenses, see 18 USC Chapter 77; The Action Means Purpose “A-M-P” Model | Polaris ProjectSource: https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/PE/htm/PE.20A.htm Texas Penal Code Title 5 Offenses Against The Person, Chapter 20 A Trafficking of The Person



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Combination of these warning signs and vulnerabilities comprise concern. Use of the CSE-IT tool will assist in determining if abuse, sexual abuse, or trafficking. 



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
2020 U.S. Polaris Project graphic. The red dots represent the highest number of calls coming into the NHTH. What do you notice about the graphic where the concentration of dots are? What do you notice about Texas? Point out the I-35 corridor, the loction of I-10 and other interstate systems. Online recruitment increased a significant 22%. During the lockdowns, as the proportion of victims from common recruitment sites such as strip clubs (-46%), foster homes (-70%) and schools (-38%) went down drastically, the internet was reported as the top recruitment location for all forms of trafficking.Most notably, the analysis found a significant increase in the proportion of potential victims for whom Facebook and Instagram were the sites for recruitment into trafficking (120%). There was a 125% increase in reports of recruitment on Facebook over the previous year and a 95% increase on Instagram.Recruitment by family Members shows increase: In 2020, among all forms of trafficking whose recruitment relationships were known (4,142), the proportion of victims recruited by a family member or caregiver increased significantly – from 21% of all victims in 2019 to 31% in 2020 – a 47% increase.In addition, the proportion recruited by intimate partners jumped 21% – from 22% in 2019 to 27% in 2020.Top 3 ActivitiesSEX TRAFFICKING Escort services 1,116, Pornography 939, Ilicit Massage Health & Beauty 626SEX AND LABOR TRAFFICKING Illicit massage, health, & beauty 1,011, Bars, strip clubs, & cantinas 214, Illicit activities 119 LABOR TRAFFICKING Domestic work 214, Agriculture & animal husbandry 157, Traveling sales crews 138 



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Report conducted by UT Texas, called Human Trafficking by the Numbers.Texas ranks 2nd for the number of calls received by the National Human Trafficking Hotline. Human Trafficking (including Labor and Sex) outpaces the sales of Drugs and Arms sales. Drug and Arm are a one-use type transaction where a person can be used over and over. In the case of Sex Trafficking, many individuals do not identify as a victim. The United States is a destination country for Sex Trafficking - people travel here. Which is contrary to what is the general belief.In Texas, we have what is known as the Texas Triangle. I-10, I-35, and I-45. Department of Homeland Security refers to the area between Dallas, San Antonio, and Houston as the Texas Triangle because of the prevalence of child sex trafficking in this area. Vast transportation networksLarge populations of runaway and homeless youthMany trafficking cases originate from Bell County area.



Sex Trafficking exists in 
a system of exploitation

• Online exploitation, Online Ads
• Hotels and motels
• Truck stops
• Strip clubs and bars
• Major sporting events
• Commercial front & Residential front brothels
• Cantinas
• Spas/Massage Parlors
• Escort services
• Private residences 
• Schools

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Polaris Project: Human Trafficking operations often intersect or exist alongside legitimate businesses. As a result, certain industries may help to enable, support, or facilitate human trafficking. This “support structure” may include a wide range of individuals, organizations, businesses, and corporations, and internet sites and practices. Common facilitators on which traffickers frequently rely include:Federal Law: Domestic Minor sex trafficking is the exchange of a sex act for anything of value. Anything of value includes a place to stay, a hamburger or higher status in a gang. Many times, victims are vulnerable children or adults fighting to survive. Hotel and MotelsLandlordsLabor BrokersTaxi and other driving servicesAirlines, bus, and rail companiesAdvertisers/WebsitesBanks and other financial service companies Inmate Prison pen-pal services



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Source: Polaris Project & Texas Office of the Governor Child Sex Trafficking TeamTexas ranks 2nd in the nation behind California for the highest number of calls coming in the hotline from either victims, concerned parents, community members or law enforcement. iWatch Texas community report line number 1-844-643-2251 or call 911. Human Trafficking Hotline Number 1-888-373-7888Ask participants to add Hotline Number to their phone address.From 2019 - 2020 there was a 46% increase in calls made to the hotline.







Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Polaris.  No Date. “The Traffickers.”  Retrieved June 6, 2014, from http://www.polarisproject.org/human-trafficking/overview/the-traffickers.http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/WCMS_243201/lang--en/index.htm - The International Labor Organization estimates that there are 20.9 victims of human trafficking globally, including 5.5 million children. 55% are women and girls and estimates that forced labor and human trafficking is a $150 billion industry worldwide. (2014)



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Source: Polaris ProjectThis is the National Age. Locally, the average is 14Ask participants why they think the LIFE Span is only 7 years.Illegal abortionsUntreated medical issues and STDsSuicideMurderDrug UseAbuse





Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Kellison, B., Torres, M. I. M., Kammer-Kerwick, M., Hairston, D., Talley, M., & Busch-Armendariz, N. (2019). “To the public, nothing was wrong with me”: Life experiences of minors and youth in Texas at risk for commercial sexual exploitation. Austin, TX: Institute on Domestic Violence & Sexual Assault, The University of Texas at Austin. © 2019 IDVSA. All rights reserved.Economic necessity appears to be a primary driver of the decisions of minors and youth to enter into an exploitative situation, such as labor exploitation and survival sex. It also is a main factor used by exploiters to draw them in to “the life” of commercial sexual exploitation.Aging out of protective agencies appears to put them at higher risk to exploitation especially if transition systems are not in place.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Understanding why they stay and why they go back.�It is often hard to understand why they don’t leave or run when they are suffering so much trauma.This damage to their central nervous system is part of it. So is the trauma bonds with their pimps. Experts compare the trauma bonds to Stockholm syndrome. They are prisoners of the trafficker and prisoners of their own minds. It is a survival mechanism. We have to realize we cannot save every single one because some will not allow themselves to be saved.�Many of these persons have already suffered severe trauma in their own homes In fact, 80% of victims have been abused in their own home and are running from something. Trauma is pervasive. It corrupts the fabric of all relationships. Average is 7X to run and return to their trafficker. We need to start looking at this from a disease model that addresses relapse.Experts are saying that from recovery to restoration is averaging 7 years or more. �PTSD changes the way the brain functionAmygdala - fear induced by trauma hypersensitizes it to danger, everything becomes a threat and it can increase in size.Hippocampus - convert short term memory to long term. It can shrink (why stories do not always make sense or keep getting things wrong)Prefrontal cortex - blood flow to the left side may decrease leading to less ability for language and memory; Blood flow to right may increase causing for sorrow and anger. (Again issues with telling their stories and lack of sense as well as reason for more issues with regulation of emotions and misdiagnosis of mental health disorders). The brain finds a new way to cope with the trauma.�The health needs of this marginalized groups such as victims of sexual abuse or domestic violence. 





Trafficking That’s Local
9 arrested (9 indicted) in 

April 2022 Sting at 
Belton La Quinta Motel

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Note: Texas just became the first state to make a first-time solicitation of prostitution offense a felony. H.B. 2975 took effect on September 1, 2021, offering or agreeing to engage in sexual conduct in exchange for a fee will go from a Class A misdemeanor to a state jail felony.Thomas Brandt, 32– Local RN, married with a familyKenton Davis, 49 -  worked at Killeen ISD, a Bail Bond business in Harker Heights, and was a local Football champion from KilleenChristian Miller 22, -Sylvester Taylor 39, - employed as a Texas Department of Corrections officerCory Wightman 39, - local business ownerDaMario Victorian – was previously in a John sting in 3/18/2020. Former football star player from Academy High School & Army SoldierDeputies with the Bell County Sheriff’s Office has arrested nine suspects in connection to an undercover prostitution sting.(Courtesy Photo Bell County Sheriff)By KWTX Staff … Published: Apr. 25, 2022 Thomas Brandt, 32; Kenton Davis, 49; Christian Miller, 22,; Sylvester Taylor, 39; and Cory Wightman, 39, were indicted for solicitation of prostitution.The Bell County Sheriff’s Department conducted an operation sting in April at the La Quinta in Belton where advertisements were places on a website where an officer posed as a prostitute and messaged the men.The suspects agreed to pay the undercover deputy money for sexual conduct in a room where they went to the room where the person was with enough money for the acts.Brandt meanwhile planned to pay with Cash App and was found in possession of methamphetamine.Those arrested were a Corrections Officer, Bondsman, Business owner, and Registered Nurse.



June 29th Amber Alert for two 14-year-old girls & 
recovered July 5, 2022.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Girls from McGregor, TexasThe girls met Recovered in Georgetown – stayed at homes in McGregor, Belton, An Amber Alert for two missing teenage girls out of McGregor has been cancelled after McLennan County Sheriff's Office Human Trafficking Unit located the girls unharmed in Georgetown, Texas.Lead detective of the Unit, Joseph Scaramucci, tells 6 News the teens were located with a man who has been identified as 30-year-old James Robert Van Houten. He is being booked into the Williamson County Jail facing two charges of harboring a runaway child. He will see a judge Tuesday morning.Criminal complaint affidavits obtained by KWTX reveal Chaves Arriaga picked up the girls in McGregor and took them to Phillips’ residence in the 1600 block of Cole Street in Bellmead.When detectives spoke with Chaves Arriaga during the search for the girls, he allegedly lied about picking up the girls and dropping them off at Phillips’ home.Chaves Arriaga reportedly gave a detective permission to look through his cell phone and the detective allegedly noticed a message from Chaves Arriaga to Phillips in which Chaves Arriaga stated “he had friends in McGregor and he was going to pick them up.”The girls spent the night at Phillips’ residence, the affidavit states, and the next day Phillips learned via a social media post both girls were runaways.“Instead of notifying police, Phillips told the victims they had to leave,” the affidavit states, “the victims were then picked up by Vanhouten and transported to Georgetown.”The girls were rescued from a “garage apartment” at a Georgetown residence shortly after 12 a.m. on July 5. Vanhouten was arrested after a brief standoff with McLennan County detectives and Georgetown Police Department Officers, the sheriff’s office said.The affidavit further claims the girls, when interviewed by detectives, claimed Vanhouten forced them to do drugs.�Scaramucci says Van Houten has no relation to the two teens and had picked them up in Bellmead where they were with another individual. Van Houten then took the two teens to Georgetown. 6 News is still working to find out who all was involved in the situation but authorities are still investigating.The girls were located with the help of data analyst from across the country that helped officials identify probable locations of the teens, according to Scaramucci. He says with the help of contacts Monday, they were able to get the missing teens to give minor details about their location which led detectives to Georgetown."I think that this is evidence that when departments work together to find missing kids and partner with other nonprofit organizations, how fast we can make things happen and get the children located," Scaramucci added.The detective told 6 News, the Snapchat message that was sent by the teens that read "help" was their "cry for help.""I think it's evident that we need to take missing kids seriously," Scaramucci added. "I would also say that we really need to be paying attention to who our children are talking to and what's going on in their lives because this is evidence that things can evolve very quickly and the situation can get pretty bad."Georgetown Police helped the MCSO Human Trafficking Unit with the arrest late Monday night. Scaramucci says there is still a lot to follow-up on with the investigation, including others that possibly harbored the missing teens over six days.



Natalie's Story
shared by her 
mother, 
Janiece 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Natalies Story as told by Janiece Charlez (mother)Natalie is the daughter of Janiece Charlez. Natalie went to Temple High School. She was groomed, recruited, forced, and exploited for trafficking at the age of 15 while attending school. 



Truth or Myth• Victims will immediately ask for help or 
assistance and will self-identify as a victim 
of a crime.

• Trafficked persons can only be foreign 
nationals or are only immigrants from 
other countries.

• Trafficking must involve some form of 
travel, transportation, or movement across 
state or national borders. 

• There must be elements of physical 
restraint, physical force, or physical 
bondage when identifying a human 
trafficking situation.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Source: Polarisproject,orgVictims rarely sel-identify with being in any kind of danger, abuse or sexual abuse situation. The word, “trafficking” is often very unknown to them. Trafficking or exploited persons can be anyone with a vulnerability. Trafficking does not need to involve travel. Trafficking victims are seldom physically restrained as most of the restraint is through “trauma bonding” – very similar to an individual seeking to leave an abusive marriage or relationship.



How can you help Make a Difference?
● Learn to RECOGNIZE, RESPOND, AND REPORT to law enforcement or iWatch Texas

● Partner with local advocacy groups working in your area

● Pray 

● Volunteer & become an Advocate

● Support  & Donate with your resources

● Understand the issue

● Collaborate for positive change in your communities

● Speak to your lawmaker to change laws, statutes, and guidelines

● SHARE what you have learned 

● ASK for Awareness Education in Schools, Churches, and workplaces

A ROSE Program 254-266-6620 or iWatch Texas 844-643-2251

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Recognize = Learn Awareness & the signs or indicatorsRespond = Document, say something about it - Respond to what is happening in your community. Ask and listen. Report = Contact advocates, Human Trafficking Hotline or call 911



• iWatch Texas Community Reporting System

• www.iWatchTexas.org
(844) 643-2251

• Also, a downloadable App is available

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
iwatchTexas Community Reporting System app viewNot an emergency system – still call 911 if it isMonitored by the Texas Department of Public Safety
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